4 
To. the KING's moſt Excellent MAJESTY. 
The Humble Petition of ROBERT, Earl of Yarmourn, 
SHEWS, | | 


» TD Hat the Green- wax-Fines, Profits, and perquiſits of Courts and Offices, one year with another; a- 
© mount 104317141. and upwards, as appears by the Cale and Propoſal annexed. That Officers, 
; In contempt of. ſeveral Statutes in force, deceive your Majeſty of the profits thereof, enrich themſelves, 
and oppreſs your Subjets thereby. That the Of cers ought to pay to your Majeity 'what they receive ups 
. ou Fines and Forfeitnres from your Sybje@s, becanſe they were originally eſtabliſhd to ſupport the Dig- 
. nity of the Lrown, and tp quicken the execution, which is the life of the Law ; "Put your Majeſty (as 
; things are now managed) neither gets your duty, nor gratcful acknowledgements in lieu thereof. That the 
management of theſe profits reſts wholly iz Officers, ſo as the Judges cannot tell what they do 5 and the 
; Officers are charged with the wilful breach or negle& of their Oaths and duties ; 1ſt; by the Statute 
, wade in the 229. ard 23d. years of your Majeity's Reign, cap. 22. 2dly, by ſeveral Tudements obtai- 
, wed egeinſt them by the Farmers of the Law-dnty. 3dly. by the Reports of your Majeſty's Attoriry- 
: Generals, which ſay, It. That great abuſes are atually praticed, and ought to be remedied. 2dly. That 
; the diſcavery thereof is good ſervice, and ought to be liberally rewarded. 2dly. That the Orders propofed 
C/ ſeems reaſonable in the main, to prevent the ab.iſes, and advance your Revenues ; And whereas the Mt 2+ 
; 8ute, 18 Edw: 3. impowers all prudent ways to be uſed, to procure your Majeſty's profits « The Petitioner 
. Bow (aficr ſeven years great charge and pains with the diſcoverer,in main; aining your * a jejty s Rights) 
ki a eppeals ta your Majeſty, (the premiſes conſider d ) whether 'tis prudent to leave the Oficers vs Inntarily 
I ; $0 reform themſelves, or to ſubje@ them to t5e method: propoſed, which will compe! them to d; jaſtly, or 
bbe an Evidence to convift and puniſh ſuch as do otherwiſe: ſeeing the [aw hath provided bu; 'i.. puniffi= 
,nents, (vin. Corporal and Pecuniary) to ſubdue Offences againſs your Majeſty, and to preſerve peace 
a among it your Subjets 5 And, moſt Offences being Bailable, when iKecopnizances are jmother d , it 
makes Criminals more Tuſolent. ns Pets 


. The Petitioner therefore humbly begs,-T: at -your Majeſty would be graciouſly pleas'd to appoint the 
hearing and debate of the Caſc and Propoſal aunex'd 


And the Petkioner ſhall ever pray, &c. 


The Caſe ef Percival Brunskel, Surveyor of your Majeſty's caſual Revenue of Green-wax. 
SEEWETH, : _ | 
s # Hat 'the ſaid Brunske! petition'd your Majeſty for a grant of the Fines and Forfeitures,vpon 
tazt quams, and capias pro Fine, and was referred, about OFobey i574, to the Lord Chicf- 
Juſtice North, when Attorney- General. who reported, amonglt other things, Tha: the Attorney.Ge 
; final{ Fines and Amerciaments in all Courts were wholly negleGed ; which, if looked after c2ro- neral xorth's. 
; fully, would be of a coniiderable-yaJue ; The Petitioner, if your Majelty pleaſed to favour him, NPore- 
would beſt find his Reward for fo uſeful a e:ſcovery, by an Imployment therein. This Report put 
1 him:;upon petitioning to be-Surveyor of this Revenue 3, but. when his Lofdihip was direQed to 
.draw-an Injtrument for your Majcſty's Service, puriuant to his own Report, refuſing to do it, the 
;« Lord Treaſurer reterred the matter to Sir Charles Farbord, who reported, amonpſt other things, 
[That he hath conferred with the Protho-noteries before the Lord Chief-Juſtion Nyrth 2nd rhe ables 
Petitioner, and found it agree'd, That all Fines and Amerciaments of Courts were duc tv 56ur bird's — 
Majeſty. Upon this the Lord Chieti- Juſtice Nozt3, in behalf of his Officers, gave h's opinion © the - 
: Lord Treaſurer, That all that nged be done for the bettep.raanagement of your via jelty's profits, 1n Lord Chi-f, 
.xxgacion to the Finezand Forteitures ariſing in the Court of Commor-pleas, might be by appointing Jullice X«1cbs 
. an Officer, 187. that might yearly take the Accompts of the Protho-notaries, whereby there wijl Opinucn. 
i be a comptroll upon them, and they would be bound to pay the Menevs in their hands as your 
: Majeſty ſhauld appoint. 2d/y. that they might take care that Proceſs and -Effreats be dvly macs 
: in all caſes that concerns your Majeſty z and that no compoiition &e mzde to your Majeſty's preju- 
.' ice, whereby the Informers (that pocket up your Majeſty's ſhare and proportion, in proſecution 
of pena] Laws) would have ſome chequeupon therp, an4 the Officers of Court world be obliged 0 
: do their duties. | ew RY ; 
The ſaid Prunskel objeted againſ}.it, becauſe the Officers may aceompt 25 they pleaſe, and a 
1method is not propoſed to charge the Officers.ir they ſhould at any ti;ze n:get, conceal or with- 
(draw your Majeſty's Fines and Profits. The buſtaeſsRauck upon that point, until Sic f7ilians Vores, 
-,amongſt ather things, reported,(upon a ſtate of the.Olhicers finiſter. prattices).I'tat many were tr UC, o:. wiilion 
-..and fit to be remedied, and rhe: diſcoverer thereof deſerved a liberal Rewaitl. The Officers Jones's Refor 
(Qt hinder -Orders, and all due encouragement'to be given to the (*i4 EZrunko! 2uctuant ro this 
': ;Report) under-hand repreſented him asSAa ProjeCtor 3 That rhe Revenue was limall, 22d of no va- 
' :Jae, and oppreſlve to your SubjeAs,, whereupon your Majeſty order'd the bufo<f: 19 be heard in 
:: .Councel, alter your. Majeſty had an accompt of th= ſame Revenue frum 7relands; and receiving 
i. .the accompt about April 1681. the ſaid Prurskel, upon a hearing, by an Order of Councel was coa- 
.. ituted Surveyor ; and petitioning for. Orders, this preſent Attorney Gene: al reported, amongſt 
. : other things, That great abuſes were-pratfticed by Cleras, and it was fit that rules ſhould be mide, Sir Robert Saw- 
- that your Majzſty mightnot beInjuted. The:Lords Commilijoners of your Majeſty's Treaſur y (cur ;y., > wwe eee 
. + that Report, with their Letter, ro theJudges ana'Barons,to make apt Orders tor your Majeſty « Ser- 
vicez and.the Judges. aud Barons met upN it at Jerjearts- Jun in Fleet-ſtreet, where the Lord 
...Chicf- Juſtice Femberton declared, in the preſence of them all, (xemine contralicente) That your 
- Majelty had .no ſnch Revenue 3 That all things ſtood right and well, and there needed no Or- 
ders, and diſmiſy'd the ſaid Branske! from all further Soliciaticns therein.; whereupon ſeveral 
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* | | 2 
great abuſes of the Courts then prattioed were ſtated by way of queſtion 3 which the Earl of An- 
gleſey, by your Majeſty's command, deliver cd ith vr, Secretary Jerrkins, to be referred to the Judg- 
es, lignifying your pleaſure, that the Officers might anſwer them in writing ; That being not 
done, his Lordihip adviſed the (aid Brunekell ro petition the Lords Commiſſtoners of your Trea- 
ſury, that the Oitcers might anſwer thele particulars in writing, Whether the grounds and reaſons 
of oppoſing all methods propoſed, for the due management of this Revenue, did not proceed 
from purchatiag Oinces? becaulc rhe end and delign thereof 1s, to acquire Riches ; and the Ofh- 
Cers greateſt prohits accrue by Omitting tO Record, Eſtreat or Lev y, OT by ſparing Fines or Forlel- 
tures, or ilJuing out Proceſs in wrong Names, or deceiptious additions, or making falſe.Retorrs ; 
or by reſpiting the payment in Accomptants hands, ard keeping the Debtors long in Suit of Pro- 
cis, or oy ſuggeſting or creating great dithculties to perions before admitted, to compound, and 
afterwards making them pay great lums for their Quictzs and diſcharges; and in that manner 
ſtaving the Subjeas off from applying to your Majeſty's Courts for mercy. Furthermore, the Offi- 
cers get little or nothing by Offenders condignly puniſhed upon breach of penal Statutes, nor b 
$uits expeditiouſly ended, and determined berween party and party 3 ſo as their preate(t profits a. 
rife brOffengersAcquitals,by Suits long delay*'d,or penaing,packing Juries or the hike; Allo,when a 
great deal 2oes out of ty Subjects pockets mnto the Officers, and little thereof into yourMijeſty's,or 
any SubjeQts, as a F.eward {ur good Service: Theie thizgs make Offices (t]] at great raics; but the 
wiz Lord-KeeverBacey terms them the ſich fate of theExchequer, in bis Book entitu'cd Rejuſcitatio; 
He odio, 1 cautions Sir John 7cr:hanm (upon admitting im tobe aBaron) to provide againit them. 


Quett. 1, Wiry Offices be {oi at dear rater, contrary to £7 5640475 r2-Kh, 2,cap 2.unrepealed, and the Officers be re-. 
corded to he admitted pre::s 3 and why that Statute 1s not obſcrved, (eeing Cook, in the firft part of his 1»ſti- 
; tes, lib, 2. fol. 234. {aith, That Zaſ/:ce cannot be. aammimi3tred, nleſs it be purſued ? 

Qaeit. 2. 


Why the Juſtices of Peace be not ordered to purſue the Statute ir H,7. cap. is ? 
Queſt. 3, Wiy Executions be awarded, and Suitors permittcd to reap tice benefit of your Majeſty's Juſtice, before your 


M1iſty's Debrs or Profits accruing, thereby be ſecured or paid, contrary to the Statute 33 44. 8.<ap. 29, and 
25 Ed. 3.Stat: 5 cap 9 f 


SLOUEE "Wiy Actions popular, as »cli «3 Inforitaiions, be not filed and recorded before Proceſs iflue our, as the ©tat. 
18 Eliz, cap.. direfts ; and why Abſtracts thereof, und of all Judgments thereon, be not certificd into the 
Fxcheguer,to cnarge the Lnciiffs and Officers to accampt for all Moneys levied and received thereon, and 
upon, all compoſitions thereof ? | h | 

Queit. 5. Why Clarks an! Scliciters be permitted to practice ia Attorneys Names, contrary to.the Stat. 3 Zac: cap. 7. and 
why they be in:cuſted with Poftes's, who may privately agree with Offendcrs for: your Majeſty's part, im- 
bezle the Record, and d<fraud your. Majeſty trercof? | 

Quek, 6. Why 4merciamente upon Sheriffs 24ienoz h15werunt corpora are nor ſet-ashigh as anciently ; and why Sheriffs 
be permitted toalkign and give up their right ro Flainrifts to ſue Bajil- bonds, contrary to the Stat. 28 Ed, x: 

| E2pÞ11? | | 

Quazlt, 7. 


Whicther Fines or Penalties were originalty inflitucedo promote the due adminiſtration ef Juſtice, and to quic- 
kenthe executionof the Law, by punitiing vexatiens Plaintifts, Defendants, Officers, and others, doing any 
manner of wrong,.delaying Suite, or putting (cons (oany necdieſs expence cr trouble ? And, ſeeing your 
Majeſty is jens Ju ute, whether it is nor your Majetiy's bultacls to have all Offenders azainſt your Self, 
-State and Subjets, puniſhed ; alſo,your Mandates Rules and Orders obeyed 2,1 :t be, Why Officers be not ap- 
pointed (ex Gfficio) in al! vour Majcſty's Courts ro take care of your buſineſs, a5 the Stat. 2 H. 6. Cap: ro 
directs: {o ar Fines and Ainerciaments accruing to your Maj: ity, upon Rules, Orders or Proceſs difobeyed) 
may be ſet, and duly recorded ; being now wholly neglected, unleſs the aggricved Suitors pay them for doing 

it, who arc to have no part or ſhare in the Fines and Amerciaments, having undergone trouble and charge C- 
nonghto. procure the Order or Proceſs of Courts, and ſuffered deeply by the tricks and attifices of Under- 
Sheriffs and Officers ; wherefore it cannot in reaſon be expected that they ſhould voluntarily pay for it ; And 
whether ir be not for your Majefty's Honour and Profit, that every contempt of your Preceprs (for exam- 
_ ple<fake)be taken noticeof; and that ail (uci; perſons as delay or diſturb common Right, which every Subject 
hath io your Majeſty's due adminiſtration of Juſtice, ſhould be puniſhed as the Stat. 3 Ed 1, cap. 28. direts? 
Queſt, 8, In caſe prudent or.rcaſonable ways or means to procure your Majeſty's profits be uſed at this day, as alledg'd (as 
| | Stari. 18 Ed. 3 Stat. 4. directs) why are Attorneys (being bound by Oath and Duty to praQtice without deceit) 
- Compelled to carry all Proceedings tothe head-Officers; allo, to pay, upon ſigning thereof, all the Judges £5 
'*ah1 Officers Fees, before thc ſame be recorded; ſo as the head-Officers (who were Attorneys and Practicers oF 
themſelves) truſt not to their performances? And why your Majeſty is denyed to have the like chegue upon 
the Officers and PraCticcrs, ſo as your Majefty may charge them when they withdraw or conceal any Fine or 
Profit, by not recording, ſparing or not eſtreating the ſame, as the Stat. 5x H. 3 & 7 H,4.cap. 3. diretts; That 

- the Officers concealing or withdrawing any of your Majeſty's Fines or Profits, may be puniſhed as the Star. 
33 FE, $ cap; 39. djretts. And why the Officersof xhe Plea, and, Exg/iſo-fide of the Exchequer, ſhould not be 

- under thelike ſure methods to-Record' and Eſtreat, &s ?/ 

Queſt, g, W.hy.Libertics and Claims of Fines and 4.merciaments be made and allowed according to the Nomind villar”, 

- or. Information received from the Sheriffs ; and why. Sher.fis Retorns, as to Libertics, and their Accompts of 
" Fines avd *Profits levied or iſſued to them in Proceſs, be admitted for true ones in the Exchequer : feeing 
'- they take their Informations from their Bailiffs, de beve eſſe, not regarding whether true or falſe, ( berg.in- 
*  dempnified if any-thing happen amiſs ? ) And how it comes to paſs, that Liberticgare not betrerdiſtinguiſhed 
"2nd known'at this day.: ſeeing the Stat: 13 Ed x. cap.. 39 directs the Barons to deliver. Rolls, of Indenture 
:-'rhereof ro the Juſtices in the reſpeCtive Counties ; and why the Stat. 12 Ed, 2. cap, 5. is oor directed to be 
| -,.purlued ? | ATT La | | 
Queſt, 10. Why longer days be generally given to all Sheriffs to accompt and pay your Majeſty s Fines and Profits, then 
.limicted and appointed by the Stat. 51 H. 3: or any other Statute. _ | 

Quelt, 12, Whether Court-Leets be your Majeſty's Courts of Juſtice, andthe Fines anc Amerciaments ſet, affcered and 

inflicted in all your Majeſty's Courts of Juſtice do nor belong to your Majeſty, unleſs diveſted thereof by Let- 

* ters Patents or Acts of Farliament ?' And why Indentares of ſuch Iſſues, Fines and Amerciaments in Leets be 

-not made and certified by Sheriffs. as the Stat. 14 R:ch,2. cap. 11.8 11 H.7. cap. 15. direfts? And why Bailiffs 
of Liberties do not accordingly, being injoyncd to do all things required of Sheritts, by the Stat. 27 H.' 8. 


Cap. 24* 7 LET | | ELSE {ILL 
Oat "2 Why juſtices of Peace and their Clerks have wages allowed, without certifying their Eſtreats under their hands, 
FIS "6 as the. Stat. 14 Rich, 2. Cap. 11. directs ?. TOLD | Why 
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not be made of an y force, "WIMuur <LI, woot IhUIECS Ot the reſpective Courts; and inthcn an, pits 
they (cem reaſonable: and therefore he conceived the belt wa y,was to tranſmitthem to the Judges 
of the (ſeveral Courts, to adviſe upon them, and ſettle rherein as ſhall be molt for your Ma- 
jeſt y's Service. | | 
It appears by the ſeveral tranſa&ions aforeſaid, that the Petitioner hath done his utmoſt endea- 
vour to procure Orders to advance your Majeſty's Revenues, which confiſtts of theſe following 
particulers. 1. Forfeited Recognizances eſtreated in England and Wales, amount to the ſum of pen Ro. 
1CO000O |, per annum, whereof your Majeſty gets little, or nothing ; becauſe the Puities being "SW ances, 
unable to pay the whole, cannot be admitted to compound, and be diſcharged upon paying 
what they are able ; without tne trouble and charge of Motions, Pleading, Compounding, and 
Suing out their quietus 10 the Exchequer ;, which gives the Officers oportunity to prey upon poor 
peoples neceſiity with Reſpits and continuance of Fees,to ſtave off the execntion; And as for the 
Recogntzances of ſolvent pertforis, when tzey are compounded, your Majeſty gets but 5 s. or 24. In 
lieu of a Duty of 40. { where the Officers gets 3 /. at leaſt, and in divers caſes 7 or 81. for 
withdrawing and concealing htm, which may amount to more then ſuch as are eſtreated, There- 
fore it's humbly propoied, that an Ollice be conſtituted and managed as the Alienation Oiice, to 
give the Subjects an eaſy and cheap way of compounding, upon producing Certificates frum t wo 
Neighbouring Jultices of ts 7cace as to the Parties abilities; and as to thecrimes from the Juſti-es 
betore whom the Fines may be ſet, 2. The iſſues of Jurors forfeited communibus annis in all Courts ies of ſurors 
throughout the Kinzdom zmount at leaſt to 8030 /. per annnm, and if Rich men be excuſed, the 
Jurys muſt be (upplycd by the poor and indigent Freeholders, which occaſions corrupt verdicts. 
3. Fines and Amerciamenis were: originally eſtabliſhed and given to your Majelty ut foxs 7uſiicie _ 
to ſupport and quicken the 2xccucion Which 15 the life of the Law ; and ought to be duly tet in(1:&- maſon 
ed and proſecuted,being due, :elolved in Vawgh.Caſc,in Cooks Reports,for every contempt neglect, 
or diſobedience of proceſs : Andit it were done, it would not only expedite Suits, but bring in 
10006 |. per annnr profit to your Majeſty. (As for inſtance) when a Habeas Corpus is direCted to the 
Sheriffs to bring up the body of a Defendant. He now generally ſtands out in contempt to the 
3 or 4 proceſs, and forceth Parties grieved to 20 5. charge for Motions, and to pay the Judges and 
Officers Fees, for every Habeas Corpus 10 5s. and upwards, beſides the trouble thereof, Where 3s if 
a good round Fine or Amerciament, were ſet upon tlie firſt contempt or diſobedience; though after- 
wards upon reaſonable caule remitted or mitigated, it would preyent the future expence for as 
things are now managed.it's not the Partics offending 3 but your offended and grieved Subjects,that 
are puniſhed ; becaule Othcers do not ex officio (ee the Pies and Amerciaments for your Majeſty's 
Profits, duely inflifted and proſecuted, nor take any care thereof, unleſs the Party grieved Fee 
them todoit 3 Their chictelt care being how to enrich themſelves, by multiplying Writs or pro- 
ceſs, Orders, Motions,Continuance, Fees and the like, to ſpin out cauſes in Law and Equity, (even 
or eight years. 4. Amerciaments in Miſericordiz amount at leaſt to 1000 l. per annum, and #12 amerciamerts 
to be ſet and afterred according to the merrits of the offence,by Neighbours whobeſt know the i: »/er:0-4iz. 
Parties and their offences, as the Statute 9 H. 3.cap. 14. direts. And the original Writs at this 
day, command the Sheriffs to take Security or pledges for them, and are duly paid and received 
in London 5, and were asduly taken care of in the Superiour Courts, as appears by Kaſtals new 14- 
ture Brevinmw and Beechers Caſes. And the preſent Atorney General hath reported that the antient 4tromey-Ge- 
praQtice is beſt z becauſe perſons for tear of puniſhment or diſgrace, avoided litigious and frivolous ETIOrR 
Suits. 5. Fines and Amerciaments, ſet before the Juſtices in eyre, commiſſioners of Sewers and Juſtice in Eyr, 
Clerks of the Market are now (mothered, 2nd antiently the Eftreats thereof amounted to 1000/7. 
per annum, 6. Fines and Amerciaments ict in Mannor, Courts, Turnes, Leets, and Py-powder- 1, ,x,... 
Courts were antiently duly eſtreated, and amounted to 1000 I. per angxurm, And the Liberties and 
Claims were known ; but now the Othzeers know nothing thereof, but as under Shcrifls inform 
them, whereby your Majeſty and the private Lords may be deceived thereof. 7. Fines of the Ecle- ,.. clefiafticnl 
ſiaſtical Courts were duly received to your Majelty's uſe, as appears by the many grants to parti- Fins, ! 
cular perſons to be the receivers thereof; and may really be computed at 6000 [ per annum. And | 
now only a few Fines upon excommunicattions are certified to the Exchegqzer, and all the reſt con- 
cealed. $8. The penalties upon Actions popular Information. and Inditments proſecuted, amount _ 
to 20000 I. per annnmr. 9. Fines upon pleas of Lands, have no dependance upon the Court of drone tk 
Wards, and were antiently Green-JVax 3; It's the Surveyors duty therefore to inform your Majeſty, picas £101 
that the Commiſioners upon Fines and Recoveries levied, and ſuffered of Rents ; certain Annuities 
and all Eſtates where the values charge themſelves, take the full duty, which demonſtates they have 
no power to abate ; Yet when informed that Eſtates are worth 10 /. per anmmz, where the duty 
is 25 /, they rate them as 25 |. per annum, and certifie upon the back of the Writs, that the values 
are affirmed not to exceed it, which is a formal deceipt ; (o abate without perticular inftructions 
from your Majeſty, or the Lords Commiltoners of your Majeſty's Treaſury 18 UL. 15 s, at leaſt in 
every duty of 25 1. likewiſe upon double aſſurance, they abate 4x /. 5 s. in every duty of 50 /. 
ſceing a recovery, is to pay as much as a Fine by the Statute 32 H. 8. cap, 1, Thus your M:jeſty's 
Revenue is leſſened in this very Branch, upwards of 300090 /: per anmim. And it's impoſlible tor 
Mr. Mid&letorn and this Surveyor being commilioners to 'mprove the Revenue while the old 
Commiſlioners rate : Becauſe Attorneys carry molt Writs to them, and-few com: to the {aid 
Mr. Middleton and Brunskels hands, before the Fines and divers Fees be paid t:eceon ; (o as to 
ſtop them, would breed great Clamour, and be of 4 dangerous and 1l| conſ:quence to ſuch as pailed 
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Fines & Recoveries upon emer gentoccalions5 Benideennend poliiblt own by viewof theWrits, "OOH 
whether the rates be proportionably ſet according to the values, or what information 18' given to 
| | them at the time of rating ; for that reaſon the (aid Mr. Middleton and Brunskel propoſed rates 
to advance the Profits 1000 7. per anni, over and above all Penſions, Salaries and Charges, | 
and to take their Salariesor Rewards out of the Improvement z and wherrzas the old Commilito- : 
ners alledge that the Sabjefts will po by-ways, or find ont cheaper ways of aflurances.to your 
Majef\ty 's prejudice : Thoſe Alitgations appears tO be very fictitious. 1, Pecanſe Fines and Reco» 7 
veries Par-dowers and Claims, after 5 years no1 Claim, and deſtroy uſes 5 and they are Bargainees, 
Murtgazces.and perſons Securities beſtowing th:ir Children in Marriage and the like, not one in twen- 
ty are levied or juffered, but upon a preſent necejjity or future proſpe@, that they cannot be avoided. 2. 
The Tudees and 1.awyers ought not to allow ſtates, conveyed by Leaſe and Releaſe, and private dreds 
ot inro!led upon Record , For the Statute 27 NH. 8. cap. 16, provideth that [ſtates ſhall not paſs, 
alter or change from one to another, unleſs Tnrolled 3 To the end the [ ordls may know on whom to call 
cr their Fines, i-rliefs, Feriots, {Rejpits of komage, being an antient branch of the Grcen- Wax, fully 
" CERCLA Javed to your Majeſty by the Statute 12 of your Majeſty's Rejen cap. 24. and now wholly negleGed ; 
i * "Ia Dated aj Thorwsh £0%:putec in Ireland at 3050 |. per annum, therefore in England fifteen times more. 3. All con- 

; miyanes +1. hinder your Majeſty or chief Lord, of any Tine or Duty, may be avoided, as fraudulent 
by force of the Stainte 27 H, 8. cap. 10. ard 13 El1z. Cap. 5. and the / awyers and Altorneys adviſing 
then, are pitniſhable ſor the breach of their Oaths and Duties, b:ing bound to maintain and defend 
your Majeity's1%ights by the Statute 1 Eliz. cap, 1. alſo they are puniſhable for deccipt, by the Statute 

, 2 Ed. 1. cap. 29. and at Common Law. 4. If Parliaments find ont cheaper ways of Aſſurances , 
They ever propoſe and ſettle ſome thing more corfiderable by way of I'xchanoe in lieu of your Majeſty's 
Duty, to procure your Royal aſient thereto; but the ( ormiſſuners will loſe their employments and Sala. 
ries, and the Juders Officers and the Attorneys their Fees in the comron Fleas being 4 |. upon a Fine, 
npon a Keecovery with treble voucher 15 |. upon ſingle vouchers ſeldom leſs ther 7 er 8 |. whcreof they 
never abate. thouch the [ [tate be under value Furthermore an improvement will cer/aizly accuje\then 
of innoraence, or willful Lreach of their Duties, which being a forfeiture of their imployments make 
th m zealouſiy oppoſe an improvement. 5. The Sujbedts charge and 1rouble of proving the values of 
F States, compounding, pleading, and Sing out quietus in the Exchequer, 7s abated by your Majeſty's 
orctions continuance of the Alienation Office; but this Duty ſtands in Statu quo wot altered by your 
Majeity's conſent orprivity. iherefore your Majeſty ought to ave 1t,or grateful acknuwledgements 
frem your Subjets for abatement thereof z but Atorneys and their Clyents by a long continued 
, ignorance of the Duty, and corrupt practicies, are ſo far from making grateful] acknowledgements, 
+ 0 t: chevy {ay the Fine or Duty is diſcreſtovary as the Commiſſioners pleaſe, and their juſtifying 
tiemſ ves by a long continued practice, rather agravates then leſſens their Crime 3 becauſe pre. 
{1-110 c.nmnot bar your Majelty to take your Duty, nor ignorance excuſe them from puniſh. 
| merit, if your Maj-{ty's Attorneys ſhould proſecute them for withdrawing or wronging your Ma. 
Xa jeſty 04 your Revenues but thefe Duties upon Fines and Recoverys, Relict and Reſpits of ho. 
BR mage, may be uſedas kindly and tenderly as your Majeſty thinks fit. The Surveyor left them our 
of his methods for ihe management ofthe other Branches of Green-FH az; becuule they are eftee- 
; mcd as great clogs upon! Common aſſurances, as the cuſtomes are upon Trade, the Commiſhoners 
p_ | being bound by Oathard Duty to maintain and defend your Majeſty's Rights, ought not to abate 
Ns without your Majeſty, or the Lords Commiſſioners of your Majz|ty's Treaſuries direCtions: be. 
cauſe the Duty eſtabliſhed 1s certain according to the annual value of Eitates, and all Eſtates have 
a ceriain value for zd certnm vecari quod certe reddi potet. And untill your Majeſty or the Lords 
Commiſſioners of your Treaſury,give the Commiſhoners particular inſtructions how to rate when 
they have Gilcreſionarily informed themſelves of the value, they ought not toabate z (as for 
inftance) if they find Eſtates rzorth 1007. the Duty of prefine 1s 10 4, certainz and your Majeſty 
may direct the Commiſſioners to abate what your Ma jeſty thinks fit: And ſo proportionably in all 
cales; for without ſome ſuch Orders or inltruftions, they ought not to aQt, being bound by Co- 
venant to purſue the Lords Commiſhoners Orders; therefore the Surveyor appeals to your Majeſty 
whether his or the od Commiſioners Salaries ought to be ftopt, to defray the Earl of Plymonthts 
Penſion charged upon the Oitice. Now whereas all or moſt of the Abuſes (ſpring from buying and | 
ſclling of Offices; and the Lord Chief Juſtice Cook ſaith that Juſtice cannot be duly adminiſtred, 
unleſs the Statute 12 NR. 2. cap. 2. Prohibiting the Judges to ſell Offices be duly obſerved; and 
whereas the Statute Annis 18, and 20. Ed. 3 hinders them to take Fees, Robes or Rewards, of 
any but your Majeſty ; And the Statute 5 Ed. 6. cep. 16. impowereth them but todo as formerly, 
which was to admit the moſt honeſt and experienc'd Clerks to Offices gratis ; and for that rea- 
L ſon, the Officers that pay 7 or & years value, are Recorded as admitted gratis: Now as that 
: Statute faves a power to ſuch as have Eſtates 1n Fee to ſell Offices, your Majeſty being ſo ſeized 
Jure Corong may (ell or diſpoſe thereof, as your Majeſty 1n your Royal Wiſdom thinks fit; And 
by eſtabliſhing an eaſiy and publick way to acquire Offices, your Majeſty may prevent all private 
| Guifts underhand contracts and bargains; It's therefore humbly propoſed for your Majeſty's Ser- 
TY vice. 1. That as the preſent Officers have paid 7or 8 years value for thcir Offices, they may con- 
tinue therein, and when they fall void, they may hereafter be ſuplyed with able and honeſt men, 
who may give Security to pay Termly to your Majeſty in nature of firſt Fruits, one moyety or 
quarter part of the profits as they ariſe, forſuch time or Termof years as your Majeſty thinkt fit. 
2. That the Jury of the ableſt Clerks, and Officers from time to time, may be Impannel''d to make 
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It appears plainly, if theſe or the like orders or methods be not ſettled as propoſed, the management will re- 
quire many Deputies, who will cat up a great Revenue to watch the Officers being many in number, and ſuch 
Deputies will not a&t unleſs encouraged and aſſured by the Lords Commiſſioners of your Majeſty's Trealury 
how they {ha)l be paid ; and their whols Imployment will be only to attend great Courts, Affizes and Seſh1- 
- ONs,EXc. and to go from Office to Otfice to compare one entry with another, and to view ſuch things as they 
hind recorded, eſtreated or ordered ; But if the Officers, for Bribes or Rewards, or upon pretence of verbal 
Orders from the Judges, or otherwiſt, ſhould (till wiiltully or negligently conceal or withdraw any thing, it's 
impoſſible to charge them therewith, which is, the thing the Officers drive atz and they are charged with the 
wiltul breach of their duties, 1. by the Stat. a. 22, 23. of your Majeſty's Reign, cap. 22. 2. by the ſeveral 
Judgments obtained againſt them by the Farmers of the Law-duty. 3. by the Reports of yourMajeſty's Attor- 
ney-Generals, which (ay, 1. That great abuſes are aFtually committed, and ought to be remedied. 2. That the diſcove- 
ry thereof is good ſervice, and ought to be liberally rewarded. 3. That the Orders propoſed ſeems reaſonable in the mai. 
Your Royal Grand-father K, James, when informed that Attor neysand Prafticers (' againſt the ancient courſe 
and rules of the Court) were truſted with Records out of the Six-Clarks and Protho-notaries Offices; and chat 
Proceſs were awarded before recorded ; Alſo, that Pratticers were compelled to carry all proceedings to be 
ſigned by the head-Officers, before any thing were done thereon, ſo as they could not be deceived of their own 
Fees & perquiſits, if the ſame werenot atterwards recorded ; 6 that the like care was not taken of his profits - 
His Majeſty thereupon, by advice of his High-Treaſurer, Uader-Treaſnrer, Barons, and learned Councel, not 
only conſtituted a Surveyor to take care: thereof, but cauſed a Table of Orders (enabling him to perform his 
Surveyorſhip) tobe recorded inthe Courts at Weftmirifer, which the Officers have ſince loſt and 1mbezled. 
And Qu. Elizabeth, upon the like Propoſals for advancing of her Revenue-and relief of her Subjects, erected 
14S the Alienation-Office, which is continued to this-day 3 and in Carmarthen's 'Caſe ſubjeted the Officers to his 
methods. Now, whereas your Majeſty doth imploy and pay many Officers to take care of your duties arifing by 
Fines, Forfeiture$s and Amerciaments, and to af{iſt your Judges in diſtributing Equity and Juſtice 3 yet when 
Fines and Amerciaments are Eſtreated, the Officers exact yreat Sums of Money thereon, and accompt and pay 
little or nothing thereof to your Majeſty 3 and when they are negleted, your Majeſty's peaceable Subjects 
are oppreſt with multiplicity of proceſs, continuance, Fees, and the like , whereby _ Sums of money are 
attua!ly paid, many of your Subje&s begger'd,and your Majeſty's Treaſures / auſted by the great numbers of 
Officers. Al. which may be prevented 3 your Majeſty's Revenue advanced, with the endearment of all your good 
Subjefs; and there is none that oppoſe, or hinder your Majeſty to do it, but the Officers, (criminated as aforeſaid) 
who cannot juitifie their pratices, thongh never ſo planſible, againit the Laws and Statutes in force > For, Nemo 
debet eſſe ſapientiorem Legibus 3 And, Bonum Publicum ante privatum preterendum. And conſidering that 
every Subjet, for their Fines, Rents and Profits, can hinder any one te be Judge or Jury that may be influenced by 
Afſinity or Intereſt, to give wrong Judgment alſo, to have an equitable relicf, which is a prudent qualification 10 a- 
_ the rigonr of the Law, or to Felp it, if it be deficient in any point : Therefore your Majeſty cannot in reaſon be de- 
yd it. 

The premiſies conſider d, the Propoſer (having ſpent 20001. end upwards of bis own Fftate, beſides the great pains 
| and trouble of 8 years ſolicitation, in maintaining your Majeſty's Rights againſt at private Oppoſition being 
| | encouraged to do it by the Reports and Opinions of your Majeſty's Conncel, and other able Lawyers) humb” 
Na and in all duty, appeals to your Majeſty, whether his Services ought to be entertained, and He rewarded as 1 

| ' Majeſty's Councel have adviſed. | 
Fe All which is humbly ſubmitted to your Majeſty s Royal pleaſure, 
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ced accordingly, without poſtponing any unleſs incIpmereNed”: SHEEP ee PYCTERFReRe to cnfoy the 
ſame. 3. That none he employed to exccute as Deputy for another , but ſuch as are named in ea ac! 
ſuch preſentments, 4. that this extend not to any Office, where the Salaries are paid by your | "*, EN 
Majeſty 3 but ſuch perquiſits as are paid by Suitors or or others as incident or apendant to Offices | - 
by right. 5. Incaſe any Office fall void in the Circuits that the Judges itenerent ſupply the ſame, 
andjapply the Profits as they think fit, during that Circuit only. 6. That an exa& Table of Fees 
adjuſted by*the ableſt Oiticers and Records, Jue and belonging to every Office, be hung up in the 
reſpective Offices ; and while Officers behave themſelves well, though deputed but during plea- 
ſure,jthey may in no wiſe be dilfplaced, 7. "That for for your Majeſty's benefit and Subjects relief, 
thcre may be an Office erected in nature of the Alienation Ofhce, for the ealy and cheap com- 
pounding of Fincs and foreited Recognizances 3 Alſo to take care that the profits accruing there- 
by, and by the profits of the Offices, be duly paid,and anſwered to your Majeſty for theſe reaſons. 
1. AS Q_ FEliz. rected the Alienation Office for one branch, your Majeſty may do the like for the 
remaining branches Oi Greem-wax 5 For, Ubi cadews ratio ibi idem Jus; But the argnments are 
more forcible in this Caſe, becauſe the remaining branches are many, and the benefit which may 
accrue thereby both to your Majcſty and Subjects will conſequently far exceed the Alienation - 
Ofhce 1n every reſpect; and it's for your Majeſty's Honour and Profit to give ſuch S ubjeQs as 
ought to have mercy ſhewn a legal and cheap way to obtain it 3 which will not only endear them 
toy our Majeſty, but hinder all indire& application to Officers. 2. The Judges of their own accords 
have alter'd the praCtice and courſe of Courts, toencourage Suitors, and encreaſe the Fees and 
perquiſits of Officers : Therefore your Majeſty, 2 welto fortiori, may alter the preſent courſe of 
Courts, to advance your own profits, and ſuppreſs the corruptions of Officers, for the eaſe of your 
quiet and peacable Subjects 3 ſeeing your Majeſty's alteration is warranted by Statute and Com- 
mon-Law, Prudence and Precedents. 3. The Subjects will be effectually relieved from the Exche- 
quer-formalities ; alſo, from purchaſing Ottices, and paying great ſums upon admiſſions; and the 
remedy will not only be effe&ua), but permanent, as appears by the continuance of the Alienati- 
on-Ottice, whereby that duty wasimproved to the Queens advantage, from 2000 l. to 9000 /. and 
by the continuance thereof at this day, the Subjects are relieved from great Fees and Exactions 
of the Exchequer ; and notwithſtanding the Commiſſioners abatements as aforeſaid, it yields more 
profitthan it did when managed by the Exchequer-Officers, becauſe the Revenue goes through 
iewer hands, and the Officers are under ettectual comptrolls to bring what they receive duly to ac- 
compt. 4. While Offices are old as dear as they can be, Knaves (whoſe pocket sare generally bet- 
terlin'd than honelt mens, and conſciences nut ſo ſtrait-Jac'd to re-imburſe themſelves) will give 
moſt for them. Therefore, this eaſte and cheap way of obtaining Offices without depoſiting ready 
money, 1s propoſed totake away all indirect means to be re-imburſed, and to enable Gentlemens 
Sons, great Sufferers in the late Inteſtine Rebellion, and poor honeſt men to obtain Imployments ; 
That all Officers having dependency upon your Majeſty, may be obliged thereby not to deceive 
your Majeſty, nor opprefs your Subjects as now. 5. As all or moſt Offences are Bailable, the Judi- 
cial part of the Law is fruſtrated, if Officers fail in the executive part : Therefore, it's of a dan- 
gerous and il! conſequence, that the Judges whoace to puniſh the Officers corruptions, ſhould be 
influenced by greatſums of money upon purchaſes and admiſitons to connive thereat. 6. Your 
Majeſty will be enabled thereout to cnlarge the Judges and the Attorney and Solicitor-General, 
Salaries, that they may acquit their private practice, and proſecute all popular Attions and Infor- 
mations, and plead and maintain all Pleas of the Crown gratzs, without trouble and charge to the 
Subjects agriev'd, who, like Silk-worms,now (pin out the Bowels of their own Eſtates in Fees. 7.1f 
your Majelty's neceſiities be not ſupplied with your ancient duties, which you may demand of par= 
ticular Subjects, it puts your Majeſty upon defiting new Impofitions wherewith your SubjeRs are 
generally trxed. 8, The profits accruing by this Propoſal will be in nature of a Copy-hold-Eſtate, 
where Fines are paid upon the death or forfeiture of the Tenant. And, that your Majeſty may the 
better judge of the benefit and profit which will accrue by Offices, the Propoſer humbly preſents 


yourMajeſty with an additional account of the yearly valnes of ſome particularperquilits andOffices, 
according toa very moderate ccomputatian as follows : 


Chancery 


